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Mitsubishi Pajero Manual Evolution E V55W 1997: A Classic O?-Road Legend

mitsubishi pajero manual evolution e v55w 1997 is not just a mouthful of words
but

a symbol of rugged durability and timeless appeal in the world of 0?-road SUVs. This
speci?c model, hailing from the late 1990s, combines Mitsubishi?s engineering prowess
with a manual transmission and the Evolution variant?s enhanced performance features. If
you?re an enthusiast, a collector, or simply curious about this iconic vehicle, diving deep
into what makes the Mitsubishi Pajero Manual Evolution E V55W 1997 so special is
worthwhile.

The Legacy of the Mitsubishi Pajero

Before zeroing in on the 1997 manual Evolution E V55W, it?s helpful to understand the
legacy of the Mitsubishi Pajero. Introduced in the early 1980s, the Pajero quickly became
synonymous with rugged o?-road capability, comfort, and reliability. It gained fame not
only as a family SUV but also through its successes in the grueling Dakar Rally, where
versions of the Pajero dominated for years.

The 1990s marked a period of re?nement and diversi?cation for the Pajero lineup.

Mitsubishi introduced various trims and versions, including the Evolution series, which
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brought rally-inspired upgrades to the consumer market.

What Sets the Mitsubishi Pajero Manual Evolution E V55W 1997

Apart?

When discussing the Mitsubishi Pajero manual Evolution E V55W from 1997, several key
features and characteristics stand out that showcase why this model remains a favorite
among o?-road a?cionados.

Manual Transmission: A Driver?s Dream

Manual transmissions have become increasingly rare in SUVs, especially in models from
the late 90s. The inclusion of a manual gearbox in the V55W model speaks to a time when
driving engagement was paramount. Drivers appreciate the tactile control and connection
with the vehicle that the manual Evolution E provides. The transmission enhances the
Pajero?s o0?-road capabilities by allowing precise gear selection in challenging terrains.
Evolution E Trim: Rally-Inspired Performance

The Evolution E trim was designed to bring some of the rally DNA into the everyday
driving experience. This meant improvements in suspension, engine tuning, and overall
handling. The 1997 model bene?ts from these enhancements, making it more responsive
and capable compared to standard Pajero trims of the era.

Robust V55W Chassis

The V55W designation refers to the speci?c chassis and body style con?guration. Known
for its durability, this chassis supports the vehicle?s o0?-road exploits and provides a stable

platform for both on- and o?-road driving. The combination of ruggedness and comfort is
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a hallmark of this particular model.

Engine and Performance Speci?cations

The heart of the Mitsubishi Pajero manual Evolution E V55W 1997 is its engine, which
o?ers a blend of power and reliability, suitable for varied driving conditions.

Engine Type and Power Output

Typically, the 1997 Evolution E V55W came equipped with a 2.8L turbocharged diesel or a
3.0L V6 petrol engine, depending on the market. The diesel version is popular among 0?-
road drivers for its torque, which is essential when navigating tough terrains. The petrol
V6, on the other hand, delivers smoother acceleration and a higher top speed.

Fuel E?ciency and Practicality

While SUVs of this era are not renowned for outstanding fuel economy, the manual
transmission in the V55W Evolution E helps optimize fuel usage better than automatic
variants. Drivers who master the manual gearbox can extract more miles per gallon,
especially during highway cruising.

Four-Wheel Drive System

Integral to the Pajero?s reputation is its sophisticated four-wheel-drive system. The V55W
model features a selectable 4WD setup, allowing drivers to switch between 2WD and 4WD
modes depending on the terrain. This ?exibility boosts both fuel e?ciency and o?-road
capability.

Interior and Comfort Features
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Beyond its rugged exterior and mechanical prowess, the Mitsubishi Pajero manual
Evolution E V55W 1997 o?ers a surprisingly comfortable and functional interior, especially
for a vehicle built with o?-road adventures in mind.

Driver-Oriented Controls

The manual transmission layout ensures that the driver remains engaged. The gear lever
is placed for easy reach, and the dashboard is designed to provide clear visibility of vital
gauges like speed, engine temperature, and fuel level.

Seating and Cabin Space

The Pajero Evolution E typically seats ?ve passengers comfortably. The seats are
upholstered in durable materials designed to withstand dirt and wear, which is perfect for
those who frequently venture into dusty or muddy environments. There?s ample legroom
and headroom, making long journeys less tiring.

Additional Features

While not overly luxurious, the 1997 model includes essentials like air conditioning, power
windows, and a decent sound system for its time. These features combine to make both
city driving and o?-road excursions more enjoyable.

Maintenance Tips for the Mitsubishi Pajero Manual Evolution E

V55W 1997

Owning a classic like the Mitsubishi Pajero manual Evolution E V55W 1997 comes with
responsibilities, especially to keep it running smoothly and preserve its value.

Regular Oil Changes: Given the engine types available, sticking to a strict oil



mitsubishi pajero manual evolution e v55w 1997 Complete Guide Vol. 2022, Issue 10

change schedule using quality lubricants will extend engine life.

Transmission Care: Manual gearboxes require periodic checks for clutch wear
and

gear synchronizer condition. Prompt repairs prevent costly damage.

Suspension and Undercarriage Inspection: O?-road driving can take a toll on
3.

suspension components and the vehicle?s underside. Regular inspections help catch

issues early.

4WD System Maintenance: Ensure the transfer case and di?erentials are

4.

serviced according to manufacturer recommendations to maintain optimal traction.

Rust Prevention: Older vehicles are prone to rust, particularly in regions with
5.

harsh weather. Applying rust-proof coatings and addressing any signs of corrosion is

vital.

Why Enthusiasts Still Love the Mitsubishi Pajero Manual

Evolution E V55W 1997

Despite advances in SUV technology, the Mitsubishi Pajero manual Evolution E V55W 1997

holds a special place in the hearts of many drivers. Its raw driving experience, combined
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with legendary reliability and o?-road capacity, makes it stand out even today.

Collectors and o?-roaders alike seek this model for its mechanical simplicity and the

rewarding feel of a manual transmission. Plus, its rally-inspired heritage adds an

emotional and historical value that modern vehicles often lack.

The Pajero?s versatility?capable of daily commuting, weekend adventures, or serious 07?-

road challenges?means it remains relevant decades after its release.

Finding and Restoring a Mitsubishi Pajero Manual Evolution E

V55W 1997

For those interested in owning this classic, locating a well-preserved or restorable

Mitsubishi Pajero manual Evolution E V55W 1997 can be a rewarding hunt.

What to Look For When Buying

Rust and Body Condition: Check the chassis and undercarriage carefully.
Engine and Transmission Health: Look for smooth shifting and listen for any
unusual noises.

Service History: A documented maintenance history is a huge plus.

Original Parts: Vehicles with original parts tend to retain value and authenticity.
Restoration Tips

Restoring a Pajero Evolution E involves sourcing genuine parts and possibly upgrading

some components for safety and performance. Engage with specialized mechanics

familiar with Mitsubishi 4WDs and consult enthusiast forums to gather insights and
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resources.
The Mitsubishi Pajero manual Evolution E V55W 1997 represents a golden era of 0?-road
vehicles where driver involvement and mechanical robustness were paramount. Whether
you?re revisiting this classic for nostalgia or considering it as a project SUV, this model?s
blend of performance, durability, and character continues to inspire automotive
enthusiasts worldwide.

Question

Answer

What are the key features of the

Mitsubishi Pajero Manual

Evolution E V55W 19977?

The Mitsubishi Pajero Manual Evolution E V55W 1997

features a robust 3.5L V6 engine, manual

transmission, advanced 4WD system, enhanced

suspension for o?-road performance, and distinctive

styling elements speci?c to the Evolution model.

How does the manual

transmission on the 1997

Mitsubishi Pajero Evolution E

V55W perform o?-road?

The manual transmission in the 1997 Mitsubishi
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Pajero Evolution E V55W o7?ers precise gear control

and durability, making it well-suited for challenging

o?-road conditions where driver input and control are

critical.

Is the Mitsubishi Pajero

Evolution E V55W 1997 suitable

for daily driving and o?-road

use?

Yes, the Pajero Evolution E V55W 1997 balances daily

driving comfort with robust 0?-road capabilities,

thanks to its manual gearbox, sturdy suspension, and

reliable 4WD system.

What maintenance tips are

recommended for the manual

transmission of a 1997

Mitsubishi Pajero Evolution E

V55W?

Regularly check and change the transmission ?uid,

inspect the clutch system for wear, ensure proper

gear linkage adjustment, and address any unusual

Vol. 2022, Issue 10
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noises promptly to maintain the manual transmission

in optimal condition.

Where can | ?nd spare parts for

the Mitsubishi Pajero Manual

Evolution E V55W 19977

Spare parts for the Mitsubishi Pajero Evolution E

V55W 1997 can be sourced from Mitsubishi

dealerships, specialized o?-road vehicle parts

suppliers, online marketplaces, and Pajero enthusiast

clubs.

What are common issues faced

by owners of the 1997

Mitsubishi Pajero Manual

Evolution E V55W?

Common issues may include wear on the clutch

components, aging suspension parts, electrical

glitches related to age, and potential rust in older

models, which can be mitigated with regular

maintenance.

How does the Mitsubishi Pajero

Evolution E V55W 1997

Vol. 2022, Issue 10
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compare to other Pajero models

of its era?

The Evolution E V55W 1997 stands out for its manual

transmission and enhanced o?-road capabilities,

featuring sportier suspension tuning and unique

design elements compared to standard Pajero

models, making it a preferred choice for enthusiasts.

Mitsubishi Pajero Manual Evolution E V55W 1997: A Detailed Review and Analysis

mitsubishi pajero manual evolution e v55w 1997 represents a distinctive
chapter in

the lineage of Mitsubishi's renowned SUV series. This particular model, blending rugged
o?-road capability with manual transmission dynamics, has garnered attention among
enthusiasts and collectors alike. The 1997 iteration, known for its Evolution E variant and
the V55W chassis code, o?ers a fascinating glimpse into the technological and design
priorities of Mitsubishi during the late 1990s.

Understanding the nuances of the Mitsubishi Pajero manual evolution E V55W 1997
requires an exploration of its historical context, mechanical speci?cations, and the market
environment that shaped its development. This analysis delves into the vehicle?s
performance characteristics, its manual gearbox, and how it compares with
contemporaries in the competitive SUV segment.

Historical Context and Evolution of the V55W Model
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The Mitsubishi Pajero series, introduced initially in the early 1980s, quickly established a
reputation for durability and o?-road prowess. By the late 1990s, the Pajero had
undergone multiple evolutionary cycles, with the V55W chassis representing one of the
later versions of the second generation (1989-1999). The Evolution E variant, particularly
in 1997, was designed to appeal to drivers seeking more control and engagement through
a manual transmission setup, contrasting with the rising popularity of automatics at the
time.

This model was part of Mitsubishi?s strategic e?ort to maintain relevance in a growing
market of sport utility vehicles that balanced urban usability with o?-road performance.
The manual transmission option distinguished the Evolution E variant, targeting purists
and o?-road enthusiasts who valued the tactile and mechanical connection o?ered by
manual gearboxes.

Technical Speci?cations and Engine Performance

The Mitsubishi Pajero manual evolution E V55W 1997 was powered by a robust 3.0-liter V6
engine, delivering approximately 177 horsepower and 255 Nm of torque. While these
?gures might not seem groundbreaking by modern standards, the engine's reliability and
torque curve were well-suited for both highway cruising and challenging o?-road
scenarios.

The manual transmission paired with this engine was typically a 5-speed gearbox, known

for its solid build quality and precise shifts. This setup provided drivers with enhanced
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control over gear selection, especially valuable in varying terrain conditions where engine
braking and torque management are critical.

In comparison to automatic variants, the manual Pajero delivered a more engaging driving
experience, albeit sometimes at the cost of convenience during stop-and-go tra?c.
However, for 0?-road enthusiasts, the manual gearbox was a signi?cant advantage,
enabling better modulation of power delivery on steep inclines, rocky surfaces, or slippery
trails.

Suspension and O?-Road Capability

One of the de?ning features of the Mitsubishi Pajero series has always been its competent
suspension system, and the 1997 V55W model was no exception. The vehicle employed a
double wishbone independent front suspension paired with a rigid live axle and coil
springs at the rear. This combination balanced ride comfort with the durability needed for
rough terrain.

The Evolution E variant included Mitsubishi?s Super Select 4WD system, which allowed
drivers to switch between two-wheel drive and various four-wheel-drive modes without
stopping the vehicle. This system enhanced the Pajero?s versatility, making it adept at
tackling diverse surfaces ranging from sand and mud to snow and gravel.

Ground clearance, approach, and departure angles were optimized for serious 0?-road
use, with the V55W chassis design allowing easy navigation of obstacles. The manual
transmission?s ability to lock gears and provide engine braking complemented the

advanced drivetrain, ensuring the Evolution E variant could con?dently handle demanding
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environments.

Interior and Comfort Features

While functionality was paramount, Mitsubishi did not neglect interior comfort in the

Pajero manual evolution E V55W 1997. The cabin o?ered a practical layout, featuring
durable materials designed to withstand the rigors of 0?-road use. Seating was

supportive, with adequate legroom and headspace for both front and rear passengers.
Standard amenities included air conditioning, power windows, and a rudimentary but
functional audio system. Unlike more luxury-oriented SUVs of the era, the Pajero’s interior
focused on durability and ease of maintenance. The manual transmission?s gear lever was
ergonomically positioned to facilitate quick shifts, an appreciated feature for drivers
navigating complex terrain.

Comparative Analysis: Mitsubishi Pajero Manual Evolution E

V55W 1997 vs. Competitors

During the mid to late 1990s, the SUV market was becoming increasingly crowded with
models like the Toyota Land Cruiser Prado, Nissan Patrol, and Ford Explorer. Each o?ered
a blend of o?-road capability and on-road comfort, but the Mitsubishi Pajero manual
evolution E V55W 1997 carved a niche through its manual transmission and robust 4WD
system.

Compared to the Toyota Land Cruiser Prado, the Pajero?s manual gearbox provided a

more engaging driving experience, although the Prado often edged out in terms of interior
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re?nement and brand prestige. Nissan?s Patrol o?ered similar 0?-road credentials but
leaned more toward automatic transmissions in its standard con?gurations.

Ford?s Explorer, more focused on the North American market, emphasized on-road
comfort and powertrain smoothness, often featuring automatic gearboxes, making the
Mitsubishi Pajero a preferred choice for those prioritizing manual control and mechanical
simplicity.

Pros: Superior 0?-road capability, robust 5-speed manual transmission, durable

construction, ?exible 4WD system.

Cons: Modest interior luxury, less fuel-e?cient compared to newer models,
manual

transmission less convenient in urban tra?c.

Market Reception and Legacy

In markets where manual transmissions remained popular, particularly in Asia, Australia,
and parts of Europe, the Mitsubishi Pajero manual evolution E V55W 1997 was well-
received. Its reputation for reliability and o?-road excellence contributed to its sustained
popularity among enthusiasts who valued control and ruggedness over luxury.

Today, this model enjoys a cult following among collectors and o?-road a?cionados. Its
mechanical simplicity, combined with a capable drivetrain, make it a practical choice for

those seeking a vintage SUV experience with genuine o?-road credentials.
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The Pajero?s in?uence can be traced in subsequent Mitsubishi vehicles, where the balance

between manual control and advanced 4WD systems continues to be a selling point. The

1997 Evolution E variant stands as a testament to the brand?s commitment to producing

vehicles that withstand both the demands of nature and the expectations of discerning

drivers.

In summary, the Mitsubishi Pajero manual evolution E V55W 1997 remains a noteworthy

example of late 20th-century SUV engineering. Its integration of a manual transmission

with a sophisticated 4WD system set it apart in a competitive landscape, o?ering a unique

blend of control, durability, and versatility that continues to resonate with automotive

enthusiasts worldwide.

mitsubishi pajero manual, pajero evolution 1997, v55w pajero parts, mitsubishi pajero

v55w manual, pajero evolution spare parts, 1997 mitsubishi pajero, pajero evolution

maintenance, v55w evolution manual, mitsubishi 0?-road vehicles, pajero 4x4 evolution



